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Letter to the Editor:

Strike Pay
I am an instructional union member of

a tertiary education institution in British
Columbia. The recent strike by the
support staff had shut down classes and
I am often being “congratulated” by
friends that I have free “holidays”. I feel
like to take this opportunity to clear
some myths about “strike pay” during a
legal strike.

Union members are expected to
respect the picket line, i.e. regardless of
what union we belong to, we should
support our “brothers and sisters” by
not reporting to work.

The employer, knowing that all union
members are not reporting to work, has
the right not to pay these employees.
However, the employer will announce a
designated office at the work site for
those employees who are willing to
cross the picket line, to put down their
signature and perform their “work” for
the duration of a normal working day.
These workers will then be paid by the
employer, but they will have serious
problems with their own union. I do not
know what will be the consequence of
being a “union rat.”

The members who are on strike or
members who are supporting a strike can
only “expect” their incomes from their
unions during the strike period.

I was shut out for 9 days in the early

90’s, my Union paid me $20.00 per day
and $5.00 for my son because he was
still a minor. There was no provision for
my wife; presumably she is an adult who
could look after herself.

This time the Union is more
“generous”, we will receive 70% of our
pay up to $90.00 per day. What it means
is only those who earn less than $18.25
an hour would get the full benefit of
$90.00. So once again, the union pay is
symbolic.

I heard years ago a union took a bank
loan so that members could receive their
normal pay during the strike. The strike
last for weeks and members took years
to pay back the loan.

Hope the readers understand by now
there is no such thing as strike pay, if
any, it comes from the union member’s
own pocket. I am paying about $1,600
union dues a year, which is much higher
than the $1,152 for a couple who pay
into B.C. Medical Plan.

K C Yam
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CASTRO IN HELL

J.C. Munro

Fidel Castro
dies and goes to heaven. When he gets
there, St. Peter tells him that
he is not on the list and that, no way, no
how, does he belong in heaven. Castro
must go to hell. So Castro goes to hell,
where Satan gives him a
hearty welcome and tells him to make
himself at home.

Then Castro notices that he left his
luggage in heaven and tells Satan, who
says, "No hay problema, I'll send a
couple of little devils to get your stuff."

When the little devils get to heaven
they find the gates are locked - St. Peter
is having lunch - and they start debating
what to do. Finally, one comes up with
the idea that they should climb over the
wall and get the luggage.

As they are climbing, two little angels
see them, and one angel says to the
other, "Would you look at that? Fidel
has been in hell no more than ten
minutes and we're already getting
refugees!"

THE FBI IS COMING

Submitted by: Feng Bin Ip

The phone rings at FBI headquarters.
"Hello?"
"Hello, is this FBI?"
"Yes. What do you want?"
"I'm calling to report my neighbor Tom.

He is hiding marijuana in his firewood."
"This will be noted."
Next day, the FBI comes over to Tom's

house. They search the shed where the
firewood is kept, break every piece of
wood, find no marijuana, swear at Tom
and leave.

The phone rings at Tom's house.
"Hey, Tom! Did the FBI come?"
"Yeah!"
"Did they chop your firewood?"
"Yeah they did."
"Okay, now it's your turn to call. I need

my garden ploughed."

What the

papers say
J. Master

A man is taking a walk in Central park
in New York. Suddenly he sees a little girl
being attacked by a pit bull. He runs
over and starts fighting with the dog.

He succeeds in killing the dog and
saving the girl's life.

A policeman who was watching the
scene walks over and says: "You are a
hero, tomorrow you can read it in all the
newspapers:

"Brave New Yorker saves the life of
little girl"

The man says: - "But I am not a New
Yorker!"

"Oh then it will say in newspapers in
the morning:

" Brave American saves the life of little
girl" the policeman answers.

"But I am not an American!" says the
man. "Oh, what are you then?"

The man says: - "I am a Pakistani!" The
next day the newspapers says:

"Islamic extremist kills American dog.
Connections to terrorist networks are
being explored"

An e-mail by

mistake
Submitted By:  Shelly Lo

A couple from Minneapolis decided
to go to Florida for a long weekend to
thaw out during one particularly icy
winter. Because both had jobs, they had
difficulty coordinating their travel
schedules. It was decided that the
husband would fly to Florida on a
Thursday, and his wife would follow

him the next day. Upon arriving as
planned, the husband checked into the
hotel. There he decided to open his
laptop and send his wife an e-mail back in
Minneapolis. However, he accidentally
left off one letter in her address, and sent
the e-mail without realizing his error.

In Houston, a widow had just returned
from her husband's funeral. He was a
minister of many years who had been
'called home to glory' following a heart
attack. The widow checked her e-mail,
expecting messages from relatives and
friends. Upon reading the first message,

she fainted and fell to the floor. The
widow's son rushed into the room,
found his mother on the floor, and saw
the computer screen which read:

To: My Loving Wife
From: Your Departed Husband
Subject: I've Arrived!
I've just arrived and have checked in. I

see that everything has been prepared
for your arrival tomorrow. Looking
forward to seeing you then! Hope your
journey is as uneventful as mine was.

(P.S. Sure is hot down here!)
George
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Amy Mak D. Sung 
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